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ABSTRACT: Nanotechnology has revolutionized numerous scientific fields, and the synthesis of silver nanoparticles 

(AgNPs) is of particular interest due to their unique properties. These nanoparticles are widely applied in sectors 

ranging from medicine to environmental science. However, traditional synthesis methods often involve hazardous 

chemicals, raising environmental and health concerns. Green chemistry, a branch of chemistry that emphasizes 

sustainability and eco-friendly processes, offers a solution through the use of biological agents like plant extracts, 

microorganisms, and biopolymers. This paper reviews green chemistry approaches for synthesizing AgNPs, 

highlighting their benefits over conventional methods. It explores the principles of green chemistry, mechanisms of 

synthesis, and potential applications while addressing the challenges and future perspectives of these eco-friendly 

techniques. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
Nanoparticles have garnered immense attention for their applications in various fields, including medicine, electronics, 

catalysis, and environmental science. Among these, silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) are particularly noted for their 

antimicrobial properties, electrical conductivity, and chemical stability. These properties make them indispensable in 

applications such as wound dressings, coatings for medical devices, water filtration systems, and even consumer 

products like cosmetics and textiles. 

 

However, the conventional synthesis of AgNPs typically involves the use of toxic reducing agents like sodium 

borohydride, hydrazine, and other organic solvents. These chemicals pose significant environmental and health hazards. 

Moreover, the generation of toxic byproducts further complicates the waste disposal process, making traditional 

methods unsustainable for large-scale production. 

 

Green chemistry provides an innovative and eco-friendly alternative to these conventional methods. By utilizing natural 

reducing agents such as plant extracts, bacteria, fungi, and biopolymers, green synthesis minimizes the environmental 

impact and enhances the biocompatibility of the resulting nanoparticles. This approach aligns with the principles of 

sustainability and waste reduction, making it ideal for both laboratory and industrial-scale nanoparticle production. 

This paper reviews green chemistry approaches to the synthesis of AgNPs, focusing on the use of biological materials 

and their potential applications. It also discusses the challenges of these methods and the future research directions 

needed to advance sustainable nanomaterials. 

 

II. GREEN CHEMISTRY AND ITS PRINCIPLES 
 

Green chemistry was developed in the 1990s as a response to the growing need for sustainable and eco-friendly 

chemical processes. Its objective is to design chemical products and processes that reduce or eliminate the use and 

generation of hazardous substances. The 12 principles of green chemistry, formulated by Paul Anastas and John 

Warner, provide a framework for achieving this goal by minimizing waste, conserving energy, and using renewable 

resources. 

 

2.1 The 12 Principles of Green Chemistry 
1. Prevention: It is better to prevent waste than to treat or clean up waste after it has been created. 

2. Atom Economy: Reactions should be designed to maximize the incorporation of all materials into the final product. 

3. Less Hazardous Chemical Syntheses: Synthetic methods should minimize toxicity to human health and the 

environment. 
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4. Designing Safer Chemicals: Products should be designed to be effective yet nontoxic. 

5. Safer Solvents and Auxiliaries: The use of solvents and auxiliary substances should be minimized, and if used, they 

should be safe. 

6. Energy Efficiency: Energy usage should be minimized, and processes should occur at ambient temperature and 

pressure when possible. 

7. Use of Renewable Feedstocks: Whenever feasible, renewable raw materials should be used. 

8. Reduce Derivatives: Unnecessary derivatization (e.g., protection/deprotection steps) should be avoided. 

9. Catalysis: Catalytic reagents, which are more efficient than stoichiometric reagents, should be used when possible. 

10. Design for Degradation: Chemical products should degrade into harmless substances after use, preventing 

accumulation in the environment. 

11. Real-time Analysis for Pollution Prevention: Analytical techniques should be used to monitor chemical reactions to 

prevent the formation of harmful byproducts. 

12. Inherently Safer Chemistry: Substances should be chosen to minimize the potential for accidents, such as 

explosions or leaks. 

 
2.2 Application of Green Chemistry to AgNP Synthesis 
The principles of green chemistry can be effectively applied to the synthesis of silver nanoparticles to reduce 

environmental and health risks. For example, the principle of prevention is realized through the use of non-toxic 

biological agents, which eliminate the need for hazardous reducing agents. Atom economy is achieved when natural 

reducing agents, like plant extracts, fully participate in the reduction of silver ions, minimizing waste production. 

Additionally, the use of renewable feedstocks, such as plant materials and microorganisms, aligns with the principle of 

sustainability. 

 

Moreover, green chemistry approaches tend to require less energy, as many of the synthesis reactions occur at room 

temperature and ambient pressure, following the principle of energy efficiency. These methods are also characterized 

by their inherent safety and degradability, as the biological agents used are often non-toxic and biodegradable. 

 
III. SYNTHESIS OF SILVER NANOPARTICLES USING GREEN CHEMISTRY 

 
Green chemistry methods for synthesizing AgNPs can be broadly classified into three categories: plant-mediated 

synthesis, microbial synthesis, and polysaccharide-assisted synthesis. 

 
3.1 Plant-Mediated Synthesis of Silver Nanoparticles 
Plants have been widely studied for their potential in synthesizing AgNPs due to the presence of phytochemicals like 

flavonoids, terpenoids, and phenolic acids. These natural compounds act as reducing and stabilizing agents, converting 

silver ions (Ag⁺) into metallic silver nanoparticles (Ag⁰). The process typically involves mixing plant extracts with 

silver nitrate (AgNO₃) under ambient conditions, leading to the formation of AgNPs. 
 

For example, neem (Azadirachta indica) extract has been successfully used to synthesize AgNPs. The phytochemicals 

in neem serve as both reducing and capping agents, stabilizing the nanoparticles and preventing agglomeration. Other 

plants such as aloe vera, green tea, and eucalyptus have also been used for AgNP synthesis with similar results. 

One of the major advantages of plant-mediated synthesis is its scalability and cost-effectiveness. Plant extracts are 

readily available, biodegradable, and non-toxic, making this method ideal for large-scale production. Moreover, the use 

of plant-based methods aligns with the green chemistry principle of using renewable feedstocks and minimizing 

hazardous chemicals. 

 

3.2 Microbial Synthesis of Silver Nanoparticles 
Microbial synthesis involves the use of microorganisms, including bacteria, fungi, and algae, to produce AgNPs. These 

organisms secrete enzymes and proteins that reduce silver ions to form nanoparticles. Bacteria such as Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa and fungi like Fusarium oxysporum have been widely studied for their ability to synthesize silver 

nanoparticles extracellularly. 

 

In microbial synthesis, the cells act as nanofactories, where enzymes catalyze the reduction of silver ions. For instance, 

fungi can secrete enzymes that not only reduce silver ions but also stabilize the nanoparticles by capping them with 

proteins. This results in stable, well-dispersed AgNPs that are suitable for various applications. 

The use of microorganisms offers several benefits, including the ability to control nanoparticle size and shape by 

adjusting the growth conditions of the microorganisms. However, microbial synthesis can be more challenging to scale 
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up compared to plant-mediated synthesis, as it requires more controlled environmental conditions and longer reaction 

times. 

 

3.3 Polysaccharide and Biopolymer-Assisted Synthesis 
Polysaccharides and biopolymers such as starch, chitosan, and cellulose have also been used to synthesize AgNPs in an 

environmentally friendly manner. These natural polymers act as both reducing and stabilizing agents, preventing the 

aggregation of nanoparticles and controlling their size and shape. 

 

Chitosan, a biopolymer derived from chitin (a component of crustacean shells), has been widely used for green 

synthesis of silver nanoparticles. The presence of hydroxyl and amine groups in chitosan enables it to reduce silver ions 

and stabilize the nanoparticles by forming a protective coating around them. This makes the nanoparticles highly stable 

and biocompatible, making them ideal for biomedical applications. 

Polysaccharide-assisted synthesis offers advantages such as biodegradability, biocompatibility, and the ability to 

control nanoparticle properties, making it suitable for applications in drug delivery, wound healing, and tissue 

engineering. 

 

IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF SILVER NANOPARTICLES 
 

Once synthesized, AgNPs need to be characterized to determine their size, shape, surface properties, and stability. 

Several analytical techniques are used to achieve this: 

• UV-Vis Spectroscopy: This technique is used to monitor the formation of AgNPs by detecting the surface plasmon 

resonance (SPR) band, which is characteristic of silver nanoparticles. The position and intensity of the SPR band 

provide information about the size and concentration of the nanoparticles. 

 

• Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM): TEM provides high-resolution images of AgNPs, allowing for the 

determination of their size, shape, and distribution. TEM is often used to confirm the presence of nanoparticles and to 

evaluate their morphology. 

 

• Dynamic Light Scattering (DLS): DLS measures the hydrodynamic size of nanoparticles in solution, providing 
information on particle size distribution and stability. This technique is useful for determining the degree of aggregation 

of nanoparticles. 

 

• X-ray Diffraction (XRD): XRD is used to confirm the crystalline structure of AgNPs. The diffraction patterns 

obtained can be analyzed to determine the size of the crystalline domains using the Debye-Scherrer equation. This 

technique is critical for confirming the phase purity and crystallinity of the synthesized nanoparticles. 

 

• Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR): FTIR is used to identify functional groups present on the surface of 

AgNPs. This technique helps in understanding the interaction between the nanoparticles and the biological molecules 

(like phytochemicals or proteins) used in the green synthesis process. It can also indicate the presence of capping agents 

that stabilize the nanoparticles. 

 

• Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM): SEM provides detailed surface morphology images of AgNPs. It is used to 
observe the texture, shape, and size of the particles. SEM combined with Energy Dispersive X-ray Analysis (EDX) can 

provide elemental composition information, confirming the presence of silver in the sample. 

 
V. APPLICATIONS OF GREEN SYNTHESIZED SILVER NANOPARTICLES 

 

The silver nanoparticles synthesized via green chemistry methods have found wide applications in various fields due to 

their unique properties and biocompatibility. Below are the primary applications of green-synthesized AgNPs. 

 
5.1 Biomedical Applications 
The antimicrobial properties of AgNPs make them suitable for a range of biomedical applications, such as wound 

dressings, surgical instruments, and medical devices. Green-synthesized AgNPs, due to their biocompatibility, are 

particularly beneficial for medical applications where toxicity is a concern. 

 

•Antimicrobial Coatings: Silver nanoparticles are widely used as antimicrobial coatings on medical devices and 

hospital equipment to prevent the spread of infections. These coatings inhibit the growth of bacteria, fungi, and viruses. 

http://www.ijarety.in/


International Journal of Advanced Research in Education and TechnologY(IJARETY) 

                                         | ISSN: 2394-2975 | www.ijarety.in| | Impact Factor: 3.361| A Bi-Monthly, Double-Blind Peer Reviewed & Referred Journal | 

|| Volume 6, Issue 6, November-December 2019 || 

DOI:10.15680/IJARETY.2019.0606017 

IJARETY ©                                                                 |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                               2041 

 

 

•Wound Dressings: Green-synthesized AgNPs have been incorporated into wound dressings due to their ability to 

promote faster healing by preventing microbial infections. Clinical trials have shown that silver-containing dressings 

significantly reduce bacterial contamination in wounds, making them highly effective in treating burns and chronic 

ulcers. 

 

•Drug Delivery Systems: The potential of AgNPs in drug delivery is being actively researched. Their small size allows 

them to penetrate biological membranes, enabling targeted drug delivery. Furthermore, the surface of AgNPs can be 

functionalized with therapeutic agents, enhancing their efficacy in drug delivery applications. 

 

•Cancer Therapy: AgNPs have demonstrated cytotoxicity against cancer cells, making them potential agents in cancer 
therapy. Research has shown that green-synthesized AgNPs can induce apoptosis (programmed cell death) in cancer 

cells, offering a novel approach to cancer treatment. 

 
5.2 Environmental Applications 
The environmental applications of silver nanoparticles are vast, ranging from water purification to pollutant removal. 

•Water Purification: One of the most important applications of AgNPs is in water purification. Silver nanoparticles 

have potent antimicrobial properties, making them effective in disinfecting water by eliminating bacteria and viruses. 

AgNPs are increasingly being used in water filtration systems to purify drinking water and treat wastewater. 

 

•Pollutant Degradation: AgNPs can catalyze the degradation of various environmental pollutants, including dyes, heavy 

metals, and organic compounds. This makes them valuable in wastewater treatment facilities and for cleaning up 

contaminated soil and water sources. 

 
5.3 Industrial Applications 
Textiles: AgNPs have found applications in the textile industry for the development of antimicrobial fabrics. Silver 

nanoparticle-infused textiles prevent the growth of bacteria, making them ideal for use in medical garments, 

sportswear, and everyday clothing. These antimicrobial fabrics help reduce odor and prolong the lifespan of the textiles. 

Electronics: The excellent electrical conductivity of silver nanoparticles makes them ideal for use in electronic 

components, such as conductive inks, sensors, and flexible electronics. AgNPs are used in printed electronics, where 

they act as conductive materials in circuits. 

 

Food Packaging: The antimicrobial properties of AgNPs are being explored for use in food packaging materials to 

extend the shelf life of perishable food items by preventing bacterial contamination. 

 

VI. CHALLENGES AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 
 

While the green synthesis of silver nanoparticles offers numerous advantages over traditional chemical methods, 

several challenges remain that need to be addressed before these processes can be fully adopted on an industrial scale. 

 
6.1 Scalability and Consistency 
One of the primary challenges in the green synthesis of AgNPs is scalability. While plant-mediated and microbial 

synthesis methods have shown promise in laboratory settings, scaling up these processes to meet industrial demands is 

challenging. Maintaining consistency in nanoparticle size, shape, and stability across large-scale batches is difficult, as 

biological systems are inherently variable. Research is ongoing to optimize reaction conditions and develop scalable 

methods that produce uniform nanoparticles. 

 

6.2 Mechanistic Understanding 
Despite significant advancements in green synthesis, the precise mechanisms underlying the reduction and stabilization 

of silver ions by biological agents are not fully understood. A more detailed mechanistic understanding is required to 

improve control over the size, shape, and properties of the nanoparticles. Future research should focus on elucidating 

the molecular pathways involved in the green synthesis process, which could help in designing more efficient and 

predictable synthesis methods. 

 

6.3 Toxicity and Environmental Impact 
Although green-synthesized AgNPs are generally considered more biocompatible than chemically synthesized 

nanoparticles, their potential toxicity to humans and the environment still needs to be thoroughly evaluated. Long-term 

exposure to silver nanoparticles, even those produced through green methods, may have unforeseen health and 
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ecological consequences. Comprehensive toxicity studies are needed to assess the safety of AgNPs for various 

applications, particularly in the biomedical and environmental sectors. 

 

6.4 Integration with Other Sustainable Technologies 
Future research should also explore the integration of green-synthesized AgNPs with other sustainable technologies. For 

example, combining AgNPs with other biodegradable materials could enhance their environmental compatibility. 

Additionally, research into using renewable energy sources to power the synthesis process could further reduce the 

environmental footprint of AgNP production. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 
 

The synthesis of silver nanoparticles using green chemistry approaches represents a significant advancement in 

nanotechnology, aligning with global efforts to promote sustainability and environmental responsibility. By utilizing plant 

extracts, microorganisms, and biopolymers, green synthesis methods offer an eco-friendly alternative to traditional chemical 

routes, reducing the use of toxic reagents and minimizing hazardous waste. 

 

Green-synthesized AgNPs have a wide range of applications, from biomedical uses such as wound healing and drug delivery, 

to environmental applications in water purification and pollutant degradation. However, challenges related to scalability, 

consistency, and toxicity need to be addressed before these methods can be fully adopted on an industrial scale. 

 

Moving forward, further research is necessary to optimize green synthesis techniques, enhance control over nanoparticle 

properties, and ensure the safety of these materials for widespread use. The integration of green-synthesized nanoparticles 

with other sustainable technologies could also open new avenues for innovation in nanomaterials. As the world continues to 

prioritize sustainability, green chemistry will play an increasingly critical role in advancing nanotechnology in an 

environmentally responsible manner. 
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